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 Time for You To Get Out Your Checklist  
 The end of April is not far away and hopefully you have 
your Registration Form done, the check written and about to mail 
it to me.  Think Red White and Blue for the event colors and  be 
sure your transportation plans are set.  You can leave the pass-
port home! 

 When reading my column in the last issue, I noted some 
words may have been omitted (dhrr..)  When approaching the 
topic of “adding something new”, I wanted to avoid “room rents, 
gratuity, etc just to have us get together which is usually for a 
meal. Thus, “isn’t that the best way to get everyone together?”  
This was to lead up to the added Pizza Party in the Hospitality 
Room which is already rented.   And no gratuity…. Creative time. 

 The hotel has sent me the first “Pick Up” list of rooms 
already reserved.  This is the next step on your check list.  To tell 
a secret, I was not on the list (another dhrr….), so I picked up the 
phone and got my room.  Your turn………..   

 As we gear up for our next two reunions, I paused and 
reflect back to the very first one held in Tucson AZ, which is 
where I met Nate for the first time.  I watched as he ran this way 
and that trying to make sure the reunion went smoothly.  Having 
run my own high school reunions I knew the pressure, and of-
fered to help.  That was in 2000 and the purpose of the TAC 
Tankers was to have a time to get together with fellow AF Refu-
eling buds and relive “the days of long ago.” 

 The fact that one of our KB-50s was parked in Tucson 
was the catch-all.  Plans were made for the next one  to be at 
Langley where there were 2 squadrons.  A committee was 
formed and they set up the event for 2002. Well, guess what?  
So many guys didn’t want to wait two years, so Tampa with the 
OTHER KB-50 became the 2001 site for the next reunion.    

 The dreams of yearly reunions became a reality and now 
20 years+ later we have a Memorial in Dayton and our Tampa 
bird is getting all dressed up for us next year in Dover.   Yeah!!                          
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President’s Views From Vic-   
 
      In Northern California our weather is finally taking a turn for the better.  We’ve had thou-
sands of acres burn followed by nearly 30 days of continuous rain.  It should be pretty nice now 
for a week. 

   Our mountains are loaded with snow for skiers and sightseeing, especially from the Amtrak Cal-
ifornia Zephyr. I know that many of you have been affected by harsh weather and pray that you 
have fared well. 

   Chris and I are looking forward to the reunion in Dayton and reconnecting with many of 
you.  Natalie has planned another great trip for us.  There is an additional display area that has 
opened since we were there. I remember that I didn’t get to see everything that I had wanted to 
see then.  And of course I’m looking forward to returning to the memorial park where we, in a light 
rain on 18 May 2006, witnessed the dedication of a monument to our units for posterity.  The ded-
ication by General Corley, who had been invited by the son of TAC Tanker Rip Collins (431st), 
added another dimension of patriotism to the event. Also who could forget our gathering for the 
panoramic photo?  Was it Natalie who assisted the photographer, using her cat-herding skills? 

Keep your rain hats and snow shovels at hand for awhile longer.  Enjoy your friends and families.  

Adios for now, 

Vic 

 

Photos from the Archives:  May 2006.  Our 
Monument Dedication with Gen John Cor-
ley. 
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Board Chairman’s Corner                                          by Bill Wolford 
To all fellow TAC Tankers and Friends, 

   Greetings from cold and snowy Vermont.  We’ve only had 87.2 inches of snow so 
far this year.  Hope you all are doing well wherever you are. We are getting into pre-
reunion attitude, having our air line tickets, shuttle booked and hotel reservations.  Look-
ingforward to seeing many of you there. We have had a very good winter so far, but have 
to admit I’m looking forward to some warm, sunny days.   

 February is a very big month for me.  I went into the Air Force 4 February 1953, re-
tired 28 February 1973 and just turned the ripe old age of 85 on 20 February 2019.  The 
holiday season was very difficult for Shirley and I as it was our first holiday season without 
her Mom. We were lucky to have our two daughters and their husbands with us. We stay 
active in the Green Mountain Air Force Association. A couple of our Cyberpatriot teams 
have been recognized nationally.  Little old Vermont has eight Cyber teams.   

The program that Natalie has set up for Dayton looks like it will be not too taxing so come 
on, you older folks, and get on a plane to Dayton and join us. 

May God give you good health and safe travel. 

 

Chaplain Chat                                                    By Ellen Dodd 
 

 ““Spring will be here soon,” that’s my mantra as the weatherman says single digit tempera- 

tures on the way. Gotta love Illinois! Spring will bring a sense of newness. Warmth, yes, but the 

flowers will appear and the leaves will be back on the trees – nature’s renewal will be in full 

swing. It is a good time for us to be renewed as well. A time for us to replace those old bad 

habits with new ones that are actually good for us. Give up seeing unpleasant things in this 

world and look for those things that are enjoyable. Look for places where you can perform a 

random act of kindness. You’ll be amazed at the way something kind can change another 

person’s day as well as your own. Laugh at yourself – we say and do some things that are pretty 

darned amusing! Embrace every day and count your blessings. We’re looking forward to seeing 

you all in Dayton. And it should be warm! God Bless! 
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Our Membership Vice President’s Column                by Lou Chapman 

 Once again Mother Nature is acting up this winter and bringing extreme weather to everyone 
across the country. I hope all of you are being spared any damage or injury from what is being 
thrown at us and since I haven’t heard any bad reports from any of our members, I will take that as a 
good sign. 

 We are about 10 weeks away from this years reunion, so it would be a good time to decide if 
you are going to attend and get your registration mailed in to Natalie so that she can get a total for 
the events that are planned. As always, I’m looking forward to meeting up with everyone and having 
a memorable time. For me, it will be chance to see our Memorial since I was unable to attend back 
in 2006 when it was dedicated. 

 After having talked with Natalie and others, in appears that the 2020 Dover reunion will prob-
ably be the end of the TAC Tankers Association. If you have been putting off coming to one, time is 
running out to do so. Our reunions give us the chance to meet and make new friends, and perhaps 
say last goodbyes to those people you have met and enjoyed the company of throughout the years. 

 As you see, we have more obituaries in this issue than I care to add, but that is a sign that we 
are an aging group and we can expect to continue to lose members and friends. Several of the peo-
ple we have obits for were from the Warner Robins Southern Chapter who have met for breakfast or 
lunch for a long time. Although Bob Horne passed away in 2016, I believe he was the first, followed 
by Lewis “Curly” Wright in December 2018 and Gil Switzer in February 2019. I was thinking back to 
the monthly lunch group 
we started up in Northern 
California in October 2009 
with 22 people attending 
and how we are down to 
maybe 5 at the most now. 
As the saying goes, “All 
good things must come to 
an end” and it appears 
that is becoming a fact. 

 This is just a re-
minder for those who may 
be flying in on Saturday 
that the hotel shuttle ser-
vice is from 6:00 AM to 
12:00 noon. Sunday is 
noon to midnight and Monday through Friday hours are 8:00-5:00 PM. Arrangements must be made 
in advance by calling Kim Peterson at 937-431-4613 or e-mailing her at kimber-
ley.peterson@hidaytonfairborn.com.  All this information is in the last issue in Natalie’s column.  
Hope to see you in Dayton.  (Photo above from Golf Tourney in May ‘06) 
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Leroy M. Pearson, USAF (Major Ret.), 85, passed away on Sunday, October 28, 
2018 at his home in Clifton, KS. Leroy was born March 16 1933, on his family’s 
farm near Brantford, Kansas. He married Florence (Dee) Griffith in 196. He later 
married Patricia(Gieber) Pearson in 1995. He joined the US Air Force and re-
ceived his Pilot wings in 1955 in Enid, OK. Leroy served in the Vietnam War where 
he flew multiple missions and in 1974, he retired and moved back to the family 
farm.  He was a member of VFW Post 947, American Legion Post 227, was a Life 
Member of the TAC Tankers Association having been with the 427th and 431st. 
He is survived by his wife, Patricia Pearson and his son, daughter and three step-
sons. Funeral Services were held Thursday, Nov. 1, 2018 at Brantford Covenant Church, Clyde, KS. A grave-
side service with full military honors by McConnell AFB, Wichita, KS followed at the Brantford Covenant Cem-

Obits of Members 

Lewis Clair “Curly” Wright, 85, of Warner Robins was born July 26, 
1933, and passed away Wednesday, December 26, 2018. He was a 
Reel and Boom Operator with the United States Air Force, retiring as a 
Tech Sergeant after 20 years of service. Following his military career, 
he worked as an electrician at Robins Air Force Base. He served with 
the 421st, 431st and was a Life Member of the TAC Tankers Associa-
tion. He was preceded in death by his first wife, Gail Wright, and is sur-
vived by his wife, Carol Ann Wright, two daughters, a son, two grandchildren and five great grandchildren. 

John Robert ‘’Bob”  Peterson was born December 23, 1933 in Pine County, MN. After 
graduating from Willow River High School, he joined in the US Air Force and often re-
counted the story of the first time he saw an airplane flying high in the sky, stating he 
knew he would be a pilot. He flew with the 429th, 421st, 431st and was a Life Member of 
the TAC Tankers Association. After serving as a Captain in the Air Force for nine years, 
he was honorably discharged. He utilized his passion for aviation flying as a Captain for 
American Airlines where he retired in 1993. He was a loving husband to Cleo Ann Peter-
son for 47 years at the time of her passing in 2004. They had four children, nine grand 
children and nine great-grandchildren. After a long battle with Alzheimers, he passed at 
the age of 85 in Colleyville Texas while resting comfortably in his bed on December 30th, 2018. Military Hon-
ors were presented by the Air Force at the burial at Bluebonnet Hills Memorial Park. 

Charles "Charlie" Herbert Vellines (USAF Major Ret.) , age 89, was born on Novem-
ber 12, 1929 in Philadelphia, PA. He passed away on Thursday, January 3, 2019 at his 
home in Mary Esther Florida following Alzheimer's. He was preceded in death by his first 
wife, Anne Marie Vellines, son John and leaves his wife of 34 years, Cela Vellines, a 
son, a daughter, a grandson a stepdaughter, 19 step grandchildren and 18 great grand-
children.  Charles served in the USAF for 22 ½ years and retired as a Master Navigator. 
He was a Life Member of Tac Tankers and served with the 431st and the 4505th Wing. 
After retirement from the USAF, he worked as counterman at Charlie's Lawn Mower Re-
pair Shop for another 20 years.   

A visitation was held on Monday, January 7, 2019  at Emerald Coast Funeral Home,  Ft. Walton Beach FL. A 
funeral service was held on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 with full military honors. Major Charles Herbert Vellines 
will be laid to rest at Arlington National Cemetery at a later date.  
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Gilbert "Gib" Switzer, 87, was born on July 27, 1931 in Big Flats, New York 
and  passed away on Monday, February 4, 2019. He was a retired Master Ser-
geant with the United States Air Force, he also retired from the Civil Air Patrol, 
Georgia Wing as a Lieutenant Colonel. Gib learned to fly at the Cliff Van Gelder 
Flying School in Hammondsport, New York. He was a flight instructor for 30 
years of his 61 years as a licensed pilot.  
  He was preceded in death by his wife, Margaret Switzer;  is survived by his 
daughter,  son and two grandchildren.  Following a funeral service, Gil was laid 
to rest next to Margaret in Magnolia Park Cemetery.  Gil was one of the original Life members of 
TACTankers and was assigned to the 427th and the 622nd as a Refueling Operator. 
 

Donald K. Schreiber  (USAF TSgt.Ret.)  of Bossier City LA passed away at 
12:05 p.m. on February 11 at Willis Knighton Health Center in Bossier. He was 
90 years old. He enlisted in the Army in 1945 during WWII and then served in 
the Air Force through the Korean and Vietnam wars, finally retiring in 1972. 
Then he worked as a mail carrier for the post office in Bossier City until he re-
tired from there in 1990. He was one of the original founders of the Koran Post 
388 where he served in many offices including Post Commander. He was a Re-
fueling Operator with the 421st and was a Life Member of TAC Tankers Assn.  

Elizabeth (Beth) Grizelle Carter, 80, died Friday, December 7, 2018 at Meridi-
an Center, High Point NC. Mrs. Carter was born January 24, 1938 in Greensbo-
ro, North Carolina, was an alumni of UNC-Chapel Hill and an avid fan of Caroli-
na. She retired from education after 30 years. She is survived by her husband, 
F. Kent Carter (427th), two step-children, three step-grandchildren and a “bunch” 
of Montagnard grandchildren. A memorial service was held Saturday, December 
22, 2018 at Guil-
ford College Unit-
ed Methodist 
Church. Burial fol-
lowed the service 
in Friendship Cem-
etery. 

USAF M/Sgt. (Ret) Boyce W. Mayo passed away peacefully at his home in Ewa Beach Hawaii 
on April 8th 2018 at the age of 89. He was born in Oklahoma in 1929. Services were private and 
no other information is available. Boyce was a Refueling Operator with the 622nd and a Instruc-
tor Reel Operator when assigned to the 431st. He was a Life Member of TAC Tankers. 
   Fern Lillie Mayo, wife of Boyce Mayo passed away at home in Ewa Beach Hawaii from demen-
tia at the age of 86. They had moved from Lawton OK to Hawaii to be with their daughter and 
her family. 

At Right: Circa 5/2006  

 Nate Hill presenting 
Gen. Corley with a 
TAC Tanker cap after 
his speech.  The Mon-
ument at the left was 
dedicated to all those 
who were part of the 
TAC Tanker Squad-
rons.   
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                      Thundermugs                By Ken Kruger 

 

 Back in the day when we in the Air 
Force could get away with about anything 
during an air show, a big surprise was 
coming to England Air Force Base.  

 The Thunderbirds were coming for 
a big open house air show. It was front 
page news in the AlexandriaTown Talk, 
our local newspaper.   

 Four Aircraft Commanders from 
the 622nd AirRefueling Squadron got the 
big idea of putting together a four tanker 
version of theThunderbirds to put on their 
own aerial demonstration team and 
named themselves the “Thundermugs”. 

 The day of the show a beautiful 
four-tanker diamond formation of KB-
50J’s flew overhead and did a wonderful 
bomb burst using JP-4 from their dump 
valves as smoke. The crowd was more 
than wowed.  

 The next day in the Alexandria 
Town Talk there was a picture of the 
Thundermugs and an article telling every-
one what a great experience it was to see 
such an attraction. Unfortunately, they 
didn’t even mention the Thunderbirds. 

 The following year we had another 
air show. We received orders from TAC 
Headquarters that the Thundermugs will 
not participate, and so the Thundermugs 
never flew again. 
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Book Review Column       By Jim “Pappy” Boyington 

  UNDER FIRE: An American Story by Oliver 
North with William Novak (available on Amazon) 

 Where were you, and what were you up to on 
this day seven years ago? This and hundreds of even 
more hostile questions were fired at LT/Col Oliver 
North, USMC.  North, a Vietnam era Silver Star re-
cipient (along with a Bronze Star with V device plus 
two genuine Purple Hearts) endured six days of hell in 
the Senate Caucus Room (TV cameras rolling just like 
during the McCarthy Hearings).  

 He became the victim of a joint Senate/
Congress Committee Hearing on the “Iran-Contra Af-
fair” He had been granted “immunity”; and was 
forced to testify. This was followed by a two and a 
half year criminal trial by torture, administered by the 
Office of Special Counsel headed by Laurence Walsh, 
who along with a large team of lawyers, a large staff 
and the unlimited resources of the U.S, grilled and 
drilled and then grilled some more.  

 The estimated cost was in excess of 40 million 
taxpayer dollars. North was tried and found guilty on 
three of the twelve charges ( destroying documents, 
obstructing congress and accepting a security system 
for his home). The New York Times editorialized, 
suggesting a long sentence. On July 5th North was 
given a three year suspended sentence, fined $150,000 
and assigned two years of probation, along with 1200 
hours of community service. All this would be in ad-
dition to loss of his military retirement. 

 Fortunately, he was backed by a superb lawyer 
and that lawyer’s excellent team, all totally dedicated 
to keeping their client out of jail. They prevailed 
through the prosecutor’s three levels of appeal. In the 
end, after the U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear the 
prosecutor’s final appeal, on September 16, 1991 all 
charges were dropped. The Special Counsel lead attor-
ney had thrown in the towel.  

 How did a straight arrow high school track 
athlete, Naval Academy boxing champion, highly dec-
orated combat U.S. Marine wind up in such a mess. 

 This book, co-written by William Novak ex-
plains it all in fine detail. It is described as “CIRCUS 
MAXIMUS”, an unbelievable clown act in that the 
prosecution focused on a low level staffer. North per-
formed some incredible capers under full authority of 

the officers appointed over him, up to and including 
the president.  

 Though it is just one man’s accounting, it rings 
remarkably true. North and others indicted were un-
justly pursued. Others who accepted immunity and 
turned witness for the prosecution didn’t  fare much 
better. 

 This story of a remarkable patriot, his family 
and his God, USMC Vietnam War Story. Inside de-
tails of a Special Prosecutor Investigation, A spy spe-
cial ops thriller, the extraordinary effort to protect our 
nation, the complex relationships between agen-
cyheads and the difficulty in supporting our “allies” 
all under one cover. It could have been taken from to-
day’s headlines with the current extra helping of fake 
news. Great Read! 
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                                                        The Memphis Belle 

 Last summer I received a letter from Walt Larimer, who lives in Fairborn OH.  He enclosed a 
clipping from the “Skywrighter,” a Wright-Patterson newspaper, with this photo on the front page.  He 
felt that with our upcoming reunion and visit to the USAF Museum, our members would like to check 
this special aircraft out. 

 He notes “As you may recall, during the early days of WWII in Europe, a great many B-17 air-
craft and crews were lost while flying bombing missions over Nazi occupied territory.   It was unusual 
for any B-17 aircraft and crew to survive 25 combat missions without experiencing severe damage to 
the aircraft and frequently severe injuries or death to one or more of the crew members.  The 
“Memphis Belle” was one such aircraft to survive that trauma.  It’s now in our museum for all to see.” 


